
What is EUROMALT?
EUROMALT is the trade association of the malting industry in  
Europe. It  represents and promotes the interests of the European 
malting industry at EU and international levels, including issues 
affecting the supply chain, the manufacturing, distribution and 

trade of malt.

EUROMALT was 
founded in 1959 and is 

present in the 
following countries: 

Austria, Belgium, 
Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, 

Great Britain, Ireland, 
Italy, Lithuania, the 

Netherlands, Poland, 
Spain and Sweden.

History

EUROMALT represents 
and promotes the 

interests of the 
European malting 
industry at EU and 

international levels. It 
assists maltsters to 

source their raw 
materials and to 

manufacture, 
distribute and market 

their products in a 
sustainable way. 

Mission

EUROMALT is a 
non-profit 

international 
association under 
Belgian law, with a 

membership of 
European national 

malting associations.

Structure
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How is malt made?
Malting is about controlled germination of barley grains. It is a natural, biological process that is 
undertaken using controlled conditions (temperature, humidity and air). The aim of malting is to 
begin the conversion of starch into glucose, which can then be fermented into alcohol in the 

brewing process.

STEEPING

GERMINATION

The first process of malting is very similar to that which 
occurs in nature when the grain is sown in the ground. 
After cleaning, the soaking or steeping in water of the 
malting barley takes around one to two days with the 
objective of increasing the moisture content to about 44%.

KILNING
Malt kilning lasts 1-2 days. Heat is used to stop 
germination, reducing moisture to about 5%, developing 
flavour as well as colour and producing a stable product.  It 
is mainly variations in the kilning process that give different 
flavours and colours to the malted grain.

During this stage, which can last for about five days, grain 
produces important enzymes which in brewing degrade 

starch to sugar.

DECULMING
Finally, the rootlets (or culms), naturally produced during 
germination, are removed from the finished malt, and are 
nutritious and safe animal feed. Other co-products of the 
malting process are widely used in the animal feed industry, 

such as barley screenings, dust and detached husks.



EUROMALT Members
SWEDEN

Viking Malt AB

DENMARK
THE MALTSTERS' 

ASSOCIATION OF 
DENMARK

THE NETHERLANDS
Sociëteit der 

Nederlandse Mouters
GERMANY
DEUTSCHER MÄLZERBUND e.V.

IRELAND
SOCIETY OF IRISH MALTSTERS

BELGIUM
FEDERATIE VAN DE BELGISCHE MOUTERS/

FEDERATION BELGE DES MALTEURS
(Federation Belgian Maltster)

FRANCE
MALTEURS DE FRANCE 

SPAIN
ASOCIACIÓN MALTEROS 
DE ESPAÑA

ITALY
ASSOBIRRA (Associazione dei Birrai
e dei Maltatori)

AUSTRIA
VERBAND DER MALZINDUSTRIE 
ÖSTERREICHS

FINLAND
FINNISH MALTSTERS' 
ASSOCIATION

UNITED KINGDOM
THE MALTSTERS' 
ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN
(associate member)

Rue Montoyer, 23 (5th floor) - 1000 Brussels | Belgium
Phone: +32 (0) 2 502 08 08| E-mail: euromalt@grainindustry.com | Twitter: @euromalt

Topics
Environment
EUROMALT members fully support sustainable supply 
chain practices developed under the frameworks of 
international organisations such as the OECD, ILO, IPPC 
and others. More specifically, EUROMALT supports 
initiatives that aim at reducing hunger and poverty 
worldwide under the framework of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Food & Feed Safety
EUROMALT members take very seriously their primary 
responsibility of ensuring that goods they place on the EU 
market are safe and in compliance with the EU law. 
EUROMALT is committed to supporting sectorial evolution 
and to being ahead of challenges, via constant dialogue 
with its members, both at the technical and policy-making 
level.

Trade & Competitiveness
EUROMALT represents the European malting industry, 
which accounts for approximately 1/3 of the total world’s 
capacity in malt production. As such, EU exports account 
for more than 60% of the world trade in malt. It is an 
industry of high added value for EU economies, at the 
same time providing great opportunities for European 
malting barley producers.


